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TexT — John  viii.  12.  Then  ipike  Jisits  a»at;;| 
iin!a  lluin,  saying,  lam  Iht  light  of  the  toorU,  Afj' 
M  filtowelh  me  shdl  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall ; 
kae  the  light  of  life.  | 

Light  in  its  literal  sense,  implies  that 
tronderful  phenomenon  of  nature,  which! 
enables  the  optic  organs  to  perceive  sur¬ 
rounding  objects,  and  survey  the  incom-: 
prehensible  and  magnilicient  works  oi  | 
creation.  But  in  a  metaphysical  sense, 
it  is  rather  a  complex  term,  having  a  va-, 
riety  of  applications.  I 

As  it  respects  the  literal  phenomenon, | 
few  duly  appreciate  the  value  of  this  bles- ! 
sing — few  recognize  the  wisdom  endj, 
goodness  displayed  in  this  admirable  work 
of  nature's  God.  It  is  an  apothegm  of| 
ancient  origin,  that  a  person  cannot  rca*; 
li:e  the  value  of  favors  and  privileges,' 
until  he  experiences  the  want  thereof — : 
and  as  mankind  are  furnished  with  the; 
means  of  discerning  the  rays  of  light — asji 
the  golden  luminaries  which  impart  their  ' 
light  to  cheer  the  heart  of  the  wanderingi 
pilgrims  of  time,  are  fixed  in  the  hea-j 
vens;  we  are  almost  unconsciously  bles-j 
aed  with  this  gift  of  divine  love.  | 

B^t  should  the  sun  withdraw  hisdaz-; 
zling lustre,  and  cease  to  shine — the  moonj 
grow  dim,  and  conceal  her  light — tiiei 
stars  and  all  the  heavenly  fires,  clothe! 
themselves  in  dismal  night,  leaving  frail 
man  enveloped  in  impenetrable  darkness, 
unable  to  pursue  his  daily  avocations,  di-| 
rect  his  steps,  or  procure  the  ordinary 
means  of  subsistence;  then  might  we| 
form  some  just  conceptions  of  the  intrin-j; 
*ic  worth  of  LIGHT.  And  even  under  ex¬ 
isting  circumstances,  as  we  are  all  in  aj: 
greater  or  less  degree  familiarly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  effects  of  a  negative  of  light, 
the  contemplative  mind,  may  from  so.me 
accurate  ideas  concerning  the  efficacy  and 
utility  of  light.  Equally  ns  beneficial  to! 
the  moral  condition  of  mankind,  are  truth, 
»nd  knowledge,  in  regulating  their  mor- 
*1  actions,  and  conferring  happiness  in 
life,  as  is  the  light  of  nature  to  natu-f 


ral  condition  for  directing  tlieir  footsteps. 

As  the  light  discovered  through  the 
medium  of  the  natural  eye,  is  requisite, 
in  order  to  procure  means  for  satisfying 
the  tempor.il  wants  of  hum'anity,  so  is 
knowledge,  or  moral  light,  equally  neces¬ 
sary,  in  order  to  pursue^liat  course  con¬ 
ducive  to  our  best  good. 

JMan  is  introduced  into  tliis  state,  un¬ 
der  rather  unfavorable  auspicies,  abstract¬ 
ly  considered — I  say  unfavorable,  be¬ 
cause  he  is  ushered  into  being  destitute 
of  knowledge,  and  subject  to  want.  Ilis 
origin  is  in  ignorance — Instead  of  per 
ceiving  the  requisite  means  of  securing 
the  object  of  his-anxious  solicitude,  or 
discerning  the  effects  of  causes,  and  cau¬ 
ses  of  effects,  by  intuitive  perception,  he 
is  left  to  plorf  his  way  up  the  steep  rug¬ 
ged  mountain  of  improvement,  through 
the  winding  passage  ef  inquiry,  aided  by 
reason,  to  learn  of  observation  and  bitter 
experience,  the  qualities  and  properties 
of  objects,  and  the  natural  and  moral  fit¬ 
ness  of  things.  Hence  the  value  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  correct  knowledge. 

I  have  said  that  light,  in  its  metaphysi¬ 
cal  sense,  is  rather  a  complex  term  ;  not 
on  account  of  its  nature,  but  on  account 
of  its  various  applications.  As  the  rays 
of  natural  liglit  enable  us  to  perceive  na¬ 
tural  objects — their  various  properties 
and  qualities;  so  knowledge  and  truth 
enable  us  to  discover,  not  only  their  de¬ 
pendencies  and  connexions,  but  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  moral  actions,  and  the  immuta¬ 
ble  laws  by  which  this  system  of  things 
is  governed.  Therefore,  as  the  former  is 
denominated,  the  light  of  the  body,  so 
the  latter  is  called  the  light  of  the  mind. 

As  the  rays  of  natural  light  irradiate 
our  path,  and  show  us  the  obstructions 
that  rise  to  impede  our  progress;  so  the 
light  of  the  understanding  .serves  to  ac¬ 
quaint  us  with  the  many  obstacles  that 
lie  in  the  moral  road,  and  to  point  out 
the  huge  precipices  over  which  we  are  li¬ 
able  to  fall,  that  thereby  we  may  escape 
those  dangers  that  tlireaten  destruction. 
All  things  in  the  natural  and  moral  world 
seem  to  be  governed  by  certain  immuta¬ 
ble  laws — every  cacse  produces  some  ef- 


I  feet,  and  like  causes  produce  like  effect.;. 
jTherefore  all  moral  actions  of  moral  a- 
;| gents,  produce  certain  consequences,  cO;  - 
J  responding  with  themselves.  How  ti- 
mentlal  then,  that  we  should  have  a  cor- 
i'rect  understanding  of  the  moral  fitness  t  f 
I  things,  so  as  to  regulate  our  conduct  by 
j  that  invariable  rule — that  just  criterion, 

:  wliich  is  conducive  to  the  promotion  of 
'  oui  best  good,  and  tends  to  t!ie  ad- 
j  vancemeut  of  the  greatest  sum  of  enjoy¬ 
ment. 

The  greater  the  intellectual  improvc- 
;ment,  the  greater  is  the  capacity  for  en- 
;  joying  felicity,  and  the  greater  t!ie  su:  a 
I  of  human  happiness.  Tlii.s  is  almost  a 
1  mnt'iematicnl  certainty.  Tire  idiot  wlio.?;; 
intellect  lies  hid  in  the  embryo  of  origi- 
!;nal  obscurity,  has  no  capacity  for  recog - 
Inizirig  happine.ss,  or  enjoying  pleasure. 

!  In  the  same  ratio,  therefore,  as  the  mcn- 
tltal  faculties  are  developed,  and  the  uii- 
i;derstanding  improved;  the  capacity  of 
i; enjoyment  is  increased — and  the  mor  j 
l!  expanded  the  views  of  God — the  more 
1. exalted  the  ideas  of  creation  and  provi- 
idence — the  greater  will  be  the  satisfac- 
jtion  in  contemplating  upon  His  majesty, 
wisdom  &  goodness;  the  sublimity,  beau¬ 
ty,  order  and  grandeur  of  his  works.  Th  i 
|,s!iould  ever  serve  as  a  .stimulus,  in  actua- 
I'tingtlie  philanthropic  chri.stiaii,  to  u.s 
I;  his  best  exertions  to  emancipate  the  wor!  i 
j  from  the  galling  yoke  of  superstition  an. I 
|!  ignorance,  and  elevate  mankind  to  tin  t 
[i  conspicuous  eminence  in  religious  in. - 
;!  provenient  and  intelligence,  xvliich  they 
iseem  destined  to  reach. 

'i  The  world  is  at  the  present  period, 
|;  much  indebted  fur  its  cultivation  to  tb.; 
pbilosophers,. morali.sts  and  philanthro¬ 
pists,  who  have  illuminated  the  moral  ho¬ 
rizon  in  ages  past  and  gone. 

But  notwithstanding  all  the  benefits  of 
their  discoveries,  and  notwithstanding  th  j 
volume  of  nature  is  replete  with  useful  in¬ 
struction,  imparting  wisdom  and  know¬ 
ledge  to  the  contemplative  mind,  who  ex¬ 
amines  it  with  care  ;  yet  we  may  tumbb 
over  its  numberless  pages,  and  peruse  its 
couteuts  from  beginning  to  end,  and  as 
hi  as  we  coa  examine  it,  we  can  find  na 
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correct  infornaation  concerning  that  sub-]  truth  to  the  understanding;  so,  as  truth  faculties  and  holy  affections  of  the  soul 
ject,  after  which  the  human  mind  grasps  1,  enlightens  the  mind,  he  may  with  pro-!  Besides, jt  prevents  a  succession  of  retalia- 
with  such  eagerness.  u- .1 - j  a...  1 - 1.. /\.i.  a....  -_j  .  r..._  - -  - a. 


]\Ian  finds  himself  placed  on  this  terres 
trial  ball,  frail,  dependent — subject  to  a 


priety,  be  denominated  the  heavenly  Orb  tions,  and  often  serves  to  reconcile  the 
of  light  divine,  wliich  emits  its  effulgent  parties  at  variance. 

_ _ j _ ^ _ ^ _  _ J--  rays  to  irradiate  the  moral  horizon,  and  By  cultivating  a  forgiving  disposition, 

thousand  calamities,  and  wants — the  sport :  world  with  the  blushes  ol  the  animosities,  feuds  and  schisms  which 

of  misfortune,  and  a  victim  of  death. —  Auroia.  I  es,  Heisthe  light  of  the  world/ a  desolating  blast,  wither  the 
Beholding  the  mortality  of  his  nature,  and ;  I*®  followeth  him  shall  not  walk  vine  of  friendship  and  blight  the  flowers 

the  multiplicity  of  fortuitous  circumstan- i  darkness.  of  affection,  might  be  exterminated,  and 

ces,  that  may  terminate  his  earthly  ca-j  The  best  and  wisest  heathen  moralists,  peace  once  more  allowed  to  ascend  her 
reer ;  with  anxious  solicitude,  he  gazes ;  frankly  confessed  their  ignorance  in  ma-  deserted  throne  among  men. 
upon  all  surrounding  objects — upon  the  'uy  points  of  duty,  and  as  a  moral  teach-  i  Though  some  moral  precepts  not  dis- 
the  whole  {la  panto.)  universe  of  God,:  er,  he  was  a  bright  and  a  shining  light, ^  similar  to  those  promulgated  by  the  Mes- 
and  asks  the  question,  a  wan  dics,s/io/r'advahcing  the  most  wholesome  doctrines  'siah,  have  found  tlieir  way  into  the  me 
~  creation  in  si-  and  precepts -ever  inculcated  by  man,  taphysical 

and  enforcing  them  by  examples  of  spot 


and ' 


he  live  again  But  all 

lence  sits,  and  leaves  him  to  doubt  _ 

conjecture.  Though  some  of  her  vari-Uess  purity  cud  stern  integrity.  This  may  systematized,  so  perfect  in  their  princi 

I’scs  orTb 


speculations  and  proverbs  of 
Seneca  and  others,  yet  no  rules  were  ever 


ous  phenomina  have  allbidcd  prem? 


)e  authenticated  from  the  known  fact. 


emblems,  from  which  such  conclusions  that  in  proportion  as  the  pure  principles 
have  been  drawn,  yet  no  logical  deduc-  of  Christianity  Imve  inlluence  upon  the 
tion  has  been  derived  from  this  source,  l-mind  of  community,  the  moral  condition 
that  is  satisfactory;  affording  sufficient  j  of  mankind  is  improved.  In  those  coun- 


evidence  to  warrant  unhesitating  belief.' 
When  he,  therefore,  looks  forward  toi 


pies,  so  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  the 
world,  so  amiable  in  their  nature,  so  hon¬ 
orable  to  God,  so  safe  to  man,  as  the  mild 
peaceable  doctrines  of  Christ.  He  did 
not  inculcate  in  his  lessons  of  moral  vir¬ 
tue,  the  idea,  that  the  total  absence  of  all 
actual  evil,  was  the  height  of  moral  ex- 


tries  where  the  light  of  nature  is  the  only 
instructress,  the  people  are  uncultivated, 
the  valley  of  dissolution,  he  discovers  it:  and  encourage  many  indulgences  as  acts  cellence  but  labored  incessantly  to  show, 
bounded  by  a  trackless  ocean,  over  whose!  of  virtue,  which  are  truly  pernicious. —  that  pure  virtue  consisted  in  the  exercise 
broad  expanse  the  eye  cannot  extend — ,  And  in  those  empires  and  dominions;  of  disinterested  benevolence,  in  integrity 
while  he  si.rvcys  the  silent  tomb,  and  at-!  where  false  religions  have  obtained  cre-i  of  heart,  and  in  a  diligent  assiduity  (0 
tempts  to  explore  those  regions,  that  lie]  deuce,  the  people  are  notorious  for  iheirj  advance  the  happiness  of  the  world.  He 
beyond  the  country  where,  his  fathers  ignorance,  superstition,  barbarism  andididnot 


dwelt,  an  impervious  veil  is  presented  cruelty.  But  where  Christianity  is  pio- 


before  him,  and  all  is  locked 


pagated  and  constitutes  the  prevailing  re- 


up  in  im 

penetrable  mystery.  In  vain  does  he  call*  ligion,  there  we  behold  the  exercise  of 
upon  nature  to  raise  the  cuitain,  and  let  virtue  and  genuine  benevolence,  the  ma- 
the  day  dawn  on  the  night  of  the  grave. 'infestations  of  hospitality  to  strangers. 
If  it  be  a  truth  that  man  is  an  heir  of  suavity  of  manners,  refinement  of  taste,! 


immortal  glory,  and  a  fact  that  he  will 
be  lesuscitated  to  life — emaneipated  from 


encourage  that  stoical  apathy, 
which  looks  with  cool  indifference  onth* 
agonizing  pains  of  distress,  but  recom¬ 
mended  the  most  active  exertions,  to  ad¬ 
minister  to  the  necessities  of  suffering  hu¬ 
manity. 

What  he  could  not  teach  by  precept. 


and  a  cultivation  of  the  understandiug  he  taught  by  example.  His  life  exhib 


and  the  greatest  improvements  in  law, 


the  iron  jaws  of  death, to  enjoy  a  conscious  "ethics,  mechauism  and  agriculture, 
future  existence, it  is  a  truth  that  could  not  |  Jesus  taught  the  doctrines  of  universal  | 
be  discovered  by  the  dim  light  of  nature,  love  and  forgiveness — precepts,  which! 
and  is  dependent  for  illustration  on  reve-j, never  had  access  before  to  the  prescribed 
lation — Even  the  metaphysical  Socrates,'  rules  of  moralists.  Though  the  heathen 


its  a  character  which  has  no  parallel.— 
That  golden  rule  which  he  established  at 
a  criterion  for  regulating  the  moral  ac¬ 
tions  of  man,  and  which  he  rigidly  ob¬ 
served,  will  stand  as  an  immortal  memen¬ 
to,  both  of  the  theory  he  systematized  and 


who  maintained  the  doctrine  of  the  im-  philosophers  encouraged  the  exercise  of  the  character  he  sustained.  And  if  rao- 


mortality  of  the  soul,  expressed  his  doubts 
concerning  the  truth  of  his  favorite  theo- 


love  and  ardent  affection  to  friends' 
and  benefactors,  and  recommended  for- 


ry;  and  “hoped,  with  some  apparent  .assu- ■  giveness  in  cases  of  inadvertent  or  acci- 
rance,  that  the  goils  would  grant  in  due  |  denial  injuries,  yet  the  wisest  sages  of  an- 
time,  the  revelation  so  much  desired.”  j  tiquity  represented  spirited  revenge 
In  condescensio’..  therefore,  to  the  wants' characteristic  of  a  noble,  magnanimous! 
of  benighted  man,  Jesus  the  immaculate  I  temper  of  mind.  And  hence,  the  gods! 
Son  of  Heaven,  clothed  with  authority  j  are  exhibited  as  avenging  tliemselves  of 
from  on  high,  descended  on  the  golden ;  their  enemies,  and  cjilling  upon  their  de-; 
wings  of  love  to  earth,  to  reveal  the  pur-  luded  worshipers,  to  engage  in  a  holy  ' 


poses  and  will  of  God — impart  the  glori 
ous  intelligence  of  man’s  deliverance  from 
the  captivity  of  sin  and  death — and  make 
known  the  final  destination  of  rational  in 


ral  instruction  may  bear  the  appellation 
of  light.,  then  surely  he  may  properly  as¬ 
sume  the  epithet  of //le  of  the  u'orld, 

which  dissipates  the  clouds  and  mists  of 
darkness — disperses  the  shades  of  mid¬ 
night  gloom — sheds  his  glorious  beams 
on  the  dependent  world,  and  lighls  up 
with  azure  brightness,  the  creation  of  ra¬ 
tional  intelligences. 

As  a  religionist,  he  was  a  light  to  the 
Gentiles  and  the  glory  of  Israel.  The 
works  of  creation  and  providence,  may 
impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  contempla¬ 
tive,  some  accurate  ideas  of  the  majesty, 


crusade  against  the  blasphemers,  con¬ 
temners  and  scoffers  of  the  deities. 

The  common  doctrine  inculcated  from 

—  — - — - — — — —  — -  ...  p ancient  time,  until  the  coming  of  Jesus,  n,,;,  vn  lu^  mcj,.'’' 

t^ligenccs.  In  attestation  to  the  truth  of!  consisted  in  loving  the  neighbor  and' ha-  !  greatness  and  power  of  that  being,  who 
his  testimony,  for  the  conviction,  the  j,  ting  the  enemy’.  But  he  introduced  a  organized  the  grand  architecture  of  the 
hope  and  the  happiness  of  man,  he  burst'  better  theory,  {viz.)  to  forgive  the  inju-  universe  ;  yet  such  is  the  propensity  of 
the  bars  of  death,  brought  life  and  immor- rer,  and  love  our  enemies.  Better  I  say,  man  to  worship  a  God  in  essence,  simibr 
tality  to  light,  and  triumphantly  ascend- because  the  reducing  of  this  theory  to  to  himself,  that  nature  alone  has  ever  fail¬ 


ed,  bearing  away  the  palm  of  victory  and  'practice,  requires  a  preservation  of  self- 


smiling  in  eternal  youth 


Icommand,  a  subjugation  of  the  baser  pas- 


ed  to  impart  to  the  world,  just  notioni 
and  conceptions  of  the  character  of  Jeho- 


As  Ji;$us  imparts  a  knowledge  of  this  sious,  and  the  exercise  of  the  most  noble  iyah.  And  when  the  idea  of  infinity,  has 
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had  such  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind, 
as  to  enable  it  to  perceive  the  impossibili¬ 
ty  of  two  principles,  diametrically  oppo¬ 
site  in  their  nature,  subsisting  in  the  same 
divine  mind,  like  the  Magiaus,  he  has 
imagined  the  existence  of  two  deities  ; 
one  the  author  of  ail  good,  the  other  the 
author  of  all  evil ;  or  like  the  polythe¬ 
ists,  has  supposed  the  existence  of  as  ma¬ 
ny  gods,  as  there  are  passions  and  affec¬ 
tions  in  the  human  heart.  Yes,  such  is 
the  propensity  of  man,  to  worship  a  god, 
or  gods,  whose  properties  are  similar  to 
his  own  ;  that  while  prostrating  himself 
before  the  altar,  to  pay  his  religious  ho¬ 
mage,  or  implore  divine  protection, 

"He  from  the  rending  earth  and  bursting  skiea 
Sees  gods  descend,  and  fiends  infernal  rise  ; 

Here  forms  the  dreadful,  there  the  blest  abodes; 
Fear  makes  his  devils,  and  weak  hope  his  gods ; 
Gods  partial,  changeful,  passionate,  unjust. 

Whose  attributes  are  rage,  revenee,  or  lust ; 

Such  as  the  souls  of  cowards  might  conceive. 

And  formed  like  tyrants,  tyrants  may  believe. 

Zeal  then,  not  charity  becomes  the  guide. 

And  hell  is  built  on  spite,  and  heaven  on  pride.” 

It  is  a  truth  therefore,  demonstrated  by 
observation,  that  nature  fails  to  give  man¬ 
kind  a  coriect  knowledge  of  Jehovah’s 
attributes  and  perfections  ;  for  if  her  in¬ 
structions  do  not  lead  them  to  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  a  multiplicity  of  gods,  yet  the 
light  afforded  from  this  source'is  so  ob- 
icure,  that  they  imbibe  erroneous  con¬ 
ceptions  of  the  moral  Governor  of  the 
universe.  It  was  therefore  left  for  the 
light  of  revelation  to  make  up  the  defici¬ 
ency  of  knowledge,  concerning  his  unity 
of  being  and  unchangeable  nature. 

Though  ancient  Greece  and  Italy,  pro¬ 
duced  as  great  statesmen,  orators,  philos¬ 
ophers,  moralists,  poets  and  sages,  as 
the  age  could  boast,  yet,  their  views  of 
God  and  his  providence,  were  for  the 
most  part  whimsical  and  fallacious — Je¬ 
sus  therefore,  became  “a  light  to  the 
Gentiles.” 

1.  By  declaring  unto  them  the  God 
they  ignorantly  worshipped,  and  by  im¬ 
parting  a  knowledge  of  the  immutable 
principles  on  which  true  religion  is  pre¬ 
dicated.  2.  By  appealing  to  the  works 
ofereation,  in  which  he  excites  the  spec¬ 
tator  to  the  love  and  adoration  of  the 
great  Supreme — and  at  once  points  out 
the  road  to  virtue,  impressing  upon  his 
mind,  an  idea  of  his  duty  to  God  and  to 
his  fellow  men.  3.  By  exhibiting  the 
divine  economy,  in  the  covenant  of  grave 
and  redemption  of  a  fallen  world.  4.  By 
acquainting  them  with  their  own  proper¬ 
ties  and  powers,  their  relation  to  God, 
and  moral  accountability  for  their  actions 
and  conduct  in  life.  5.  By  teaching 
them  the  natural  consequences  of  obedi¬ 
ence  and  disobedience,  the  surety  of 
God’s  recompencing  a  reward  to  all,  ac¬ 


cording  to  their  respective  deeds,  whe-jj  counsels  of  the  heart,  and  then  shall  eve- 
ther  good  or  bad,  and  the  folly  of  giving;  ry  man  have  praise  of  God.”  He  is  the 
;a  wrong  indulgence  to  the  animal  appe-|  light  of  the  world,  and  enlighteneth  eve- 
|tites  and  passions.  C.  By  describing  the |  ry  man  that  cometh  into  it.  Hence, 

I  cause  of  the  moral  maladies  that  infestjl  such  as  become  converts  to  his  doctrine 
our  world,  and  instructing  them  how  tO;  and  embrace  its  truth,  behold  him  as  a 
form  a  panacea  for  every  wound,  and  anj  light  shining  in  a  dark  place,  and  em- 
antidote  for  every  disease.  7.  By  teach- 1  brace  his  system  of  ethics  as  the  ap¬ 
ing  a  religion,  calculated  to  soften  the |  proximate  source  of  their  greatest  enjoy- 
stubborn  heart — to  subdue  the  malevo-|  ment ;  it  being  a  religion  perfectly  adapt- 
lent  passions — to  elevate  and  ennoble  the |  ed  to  the  circumstance’s  of  our  nature, 
aflfections — to  satisfy  the  longing  appe-  consonant  to  the  dignity  and  improvement 
tites  of  the  soul,  and  cause  every  faculty'  of  intelligent  beings,  and  replete  with 
of  the  mind  to  become  vocal  with  ascrip-'  consolation  and  comfort.  And  since  this 
lions  of  praise.  A  religion  w  hich  enlight-j  celestial  source  of  light  divine — the  Sun 
ens  flie  mind  with  heavenly  wisdom — |,of  righteousness,  has  arisen  in  his  majes- 
banishes  superstition — promotes  forgive-  ty  to  send  athwart  the  lueavens  his  glori- 
ness,  love  and  charity,  and  brings  ptacCi  ous  beams,  let  us  walk  in  the  light  and 
on  earth,  to  all  such  as  adhere  to  its  pre-,  not  stumble;  for  whosoever  followeth  him 
:cepts — a  religion  supeilatively  adapted  :  shall  have  the  light  of  life — not  only  that 
to  the  condition  of  man,  granting  a  dou-i  light  which  enables  him  to  preserve  his 
hie  relish  to  all  his  pleasures — a  religion'  moral  health  and  overcome  those  ohsta- 
which  smooths  the  rugged  paths  of  life —  cles  that  menace  his  destruction,  but  that 
blunts  the  stings  of  adversity — inspires'  light  which  dawns  on  the  night  of  the 
the  heart  with  love  and  devotion  to  God  grave,  and  opens  upon  his  enraptured  vi- 
— turns  the  animal  appetites  into  the  sion  a  view  of  a  blissful  immortality  be- 
channels  of  consistency  and  virtue — fills!' yond  the  tomb. 

the  heart  with  the  most  delightful  hojies  :  As  the  sun  of  the  solar  system  is  im- 
of  a  heavenly  beatitude,  and  chases  away  ,  partial  in  the  dispensation  of  his  rays  up- 
the  clouds  of  despondency  from  the  mind,  on  the  natural  world  ;  so  the  Sun  oi’righ- 
and  gloom  from  the  grave,  by  granting  a  teousness  sheds  his  translucent  beamsin- 
prospect  of  that  better  country,  which:- iJigcriminately  upon  all  rational  intelli- 
lics  beyond  this  vale  of  tears.  j'gences.  As  tiie  natural  sun  illuminates 

He  is  “the  glory  of  Israel,”  inasmuch^!  every  portion  of  the  globe,  ere  the  sca- 
as  the  Jew's  derived  much  advantage -sons  walk  their  majestic  round,  so  the 
from  the  Oracles  of  God,  all  of  which  Sun  of  love  will  irradiate  every  part  of 
were  typical  or  prophetical  of  Christ. — '!  the  moral  world,  ere  he  withdraws  his 
The  law' was  a  lamp  to  their  feet  and  a!;brilliant  rays,  and  sets,  or  is  absorbed, 
light  to  their  path. 


“It  gives  commands  and  makes  us  know 
What  duties  to  our  God  we  owe.” 


jin  tlie  ocean  of  eternal  love.  For  he  is 
jthe  true  light  that  enlighteneth  crery  man 
;that  cometh  into  the  world.  Though  the 
■siinof  day  retires  beneath  the  western 
But  their  ordinances  of  divine  service  and  |  horizon,  leaving  the  world  w  rapt  in  mid¬ 
religious  worship,  which  were  a  shadow;  night  gloom,  yet,  shall  he  again  ascend 
of  things  to  come,  whose  body  is  Christ, ii  the  eastern  hills,  in  all  his  native  loveli- 
foretold  their  medium  of  acceptance  thro’l  ness,  rejoicing  in  the  majesty  of  his 
sanctification,  pardon  and  remission  of 'strength,  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  aston- 
' sins,  and  prefigured  their  final  redemp-|  ished  millions.  Though  the  polar  regions 
tion  by  the  all-atoning  blood  of  the  lamb,  f  of  the  north,  are  hid  from  the  face  of  day 
I  He  is  however,  more  particularly,  thej  for  months,  yet  the  great  dispenser  of 
light  and  glory  of  Israel  in  the  covenant;  blessings — the  bright  luminary  of  heaven 
of  grace  and  mercy  :  For  he  is  the  meansj|  will  not  leave  them  comfoitless — he  will 
'appointed  to  instruct,  redeem  and  glorify!  visit  them  in  due  season — he  will  fly  to 
his  people — “to  grant  repentance  and;  their  relief ;  and  to  their  unspeakable  joy, 
forgiveness  of  sins.”  “There  is  salvation!  jance  more  will  light  up  the  blushes  of 
in  none  other;  for  there  is  no  other  name;  |  the  morning — none  are  forgotten — none 
'given  under  heaven,  whereby  we  must;  are  neglected.  He  seeks  them  in  the 
be  saved.”  Nevertheless,  “all  shall  be  Jiowling  wilderness,  on  the  mountain’s 
taught  of  God,  from  the  least  to  the  great-!  brow,  in  the  lonely  valley,  and  on  the 
est ,  and  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved ;  as  .trackless  ocean  ;  and  none  escapes  his 
it  is  written.  There  shall  come  out  ofi  search.  In  like  manner  w'ill  the  Sun  of 
Zion  a  deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  un-  >love  visit  the  whole  earth,  imparting  his 
godliness  from  Jacob,”  granting  glory  and  invigorating  and  quickening  beams,  ujtil 
j* peace  to  a  world  redeemed.  Yes,  “He,,  his  divine  influence  is  realized  by  the 
i!  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  cf!|  whole  creation  of  God.  Though  so  tie 
!;  darkness,  and  will  make  manifest  the li lay  buried  in  the  cell  of  ignorance,  some 


EVA?5GELICAL  5I^0AZI!VE  AXI)  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


<  )!jcealed  in  the  cavern  of  superstition,  ; by  and  forbidden  paths  of  sin,  impru-1 
t  >aie  hid  under  the  brow  of  self  righte-  jdence  and  folly,  when  lie  is  fiirrounded ' 

<  jsness,  some  buried  in  the  vault  of  blitul  ihy  evilj  on  eviry  side,  tilled  witli  mental. 
infituHtion  ;  yet  ins  all  penentiating  eye  Iiorror  and  overshadowed  willi  the  dark- 
'.vill  discover’their  retreat,  and  “bring'to  ness  of  blind  precipitate  passions,  beholds 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darkness,  tliat  the  day  spring  from  on  hig!i,  to  illuminale  ■ 
lOcri/  nvjn  may  Iiave  praise  ot  God.”  I  his  path  and  lead  him  to  virtue  and  hap- 

The  radient  source  of  day  is  often  ob-  piness.  | 

tcured  and  eclipsed  by  clouds  and  noxi-  |  o  Light  of  Lights!  descend,  and  bless  j 

<  us  vapours,  wllich  conceal  his  dazzling  1  ho  world,  v.'ith  b-ams  of  righteousness;  ; 

disk:  yet  he  is  sure  to  overcome  these  Illume  the  heart  with  t.uih divhe,  j 

transient  obstructions  and  impart  once  •'  _ _ _ 

r.'.ore  llie  glories  of  his  peifectlOils.  [From  the  Trumpet  and  Magazine.] 

ifke  manner,  the  Sun  of  trutli,  often  be-  .,  DOCTRINE  OF  HELL  TORMENTS, 

romes  eclipsed  hy  the  clouds  of  error,  yet  ^  ^  contiadiclion-what  a  p.vradox  is  man: ! 

tne  light  ot  the  moral  world,  eliicacious^ _ The  soul  that  would  turn  with  feelings  of  hor- 1 

in  its  operations,  and  will  prevail.  As  ror  and  disgust,  from  the  parent  that  could  in-; 
t'le  natural  sun  craduallv  ascends  his!  diet  death  on  his  oftonding  child,  can  apparently  , 

lerial  path  wav,  his  solar  iiiT.uence  is  more  au  ctions  on  a  God,  who,  having  all 

.1  i.‘ ’  1  .  ..  ,1  power  to  reform  and  save,  can  and  Will  hurl  count- 

sensibly  realizim  ;  so  in  proportion  as  the,  jess  millions  of  his  offspring  down  to  the  abodes: 
.Sun  of  righteousness  arises  in  the  moral ,  of  ceaseless  woe  !  The  mind  that  revolts  at  the  i 
heavens,  the  divine  properties  of  his  iia-  ' dying  agonies  of  a  worm,  can  calmly  c.xpatiate; 

.  '  ,  1  111 _ 4  „  i  on  the  horrors  of  hell,  denounce  its  pains  on  myr- 

fare  are  developed  and  reco.gnized.  As  _  anticipate  their  woes-exult  in ' 

the  grtty  twilight  prognosticates  tlio  ap-  Jiis  own  liap|.>iness — love  worship,  and  adore  the 


foretell  t!ie  coming  of  the  spiritual  Sun,;  awake  to  the  crics'of  suff.;ring  humanity — who  is 


the  heavenly  visitant  imparts  his  benign  .  the  world  of  spiiiis! — can  view  the  ghastly  spec-  j 
effulgence  on  the  eastern  hemisphere  ere  i  taelo  with  approbation,  and, in antieipation,  bathe. 

he  sends  lortli  Ins  ghtternig  rays  to  ,1^1^  mani—Is  this  the  nature  to] 

dental  climes  ;  tlie  we.st  slioul.l  not  des-  whk'h  I  am  allied! — Is  this  the  imago  enstamped  | 


tellecfiial  knowledge  has  dawned  on  a  ,  r)rigi:ial:  This  is  not  that  nohie  and  digniried 

beniglited  world,  an  1  the  august  period  ’  h-hig,  his  Creator  hath  so  highly  endowed  :  It 

will  arrive — the  fui'jiicioin  liour  wilif 

conic,  V.  .ion  t.ic  .^Un  ot  ir..elligC*!ico  ai.d  vengu;  tliatra.i  view  with  tomplacency,  even, 
religions  trutli,  sh  i!l  have  arisen  to  his  Ihroiigh  t!io  long  vista  of  revolving  centuri's, ! 
liigii  meridian,  filling  t  iC  whole  earth  I  of  disliefts,of  wrctclicdness  liae  t!iis  ;  fjel- 

TT'-fh  ....  1  .’.M-  !  '’’2®  that  would  have  added  unspeaUahla  infamy, 

w  .in  M  a.ia  jo\ .  i  ^  ^  ^  Caligula.  ! 

J.0  hiiTi  w.io  has  wandered  far  fromhiS||  These  cmel  noii.ins  owe  their  birth  tothe  dark 
home,  and  become  lost  in  some  solitary  I  and  barharcus  ages;  ages  of  ig.iorance,  tyranny,  | 


wild — to  him  who  is  left  to  pursue  hi’si  to  the  present 

• _  _  1  „  r  1  I  I  period  ot  knowledge  and  rcn.icmcnt.  V.^e  re- 

drcuT}  way,  ot  or  mars.its,  bo„s  and  huge  {1,^  )jm,ds  of  our  fathers,  as  sacred 

precipices,  without  a  guide  to  direct  Iw-sj  relics  of  other  times,  hallowed  by  antiquity,  and 
steps,  while  the  chill  damps  of  evening  i  bind  them  fondly  to  our  hearts.— But  where  is  the 

gather  around  his  head,  and  the  sable  I ‘J?.. 

•  1  *  II  r  1  •  •  I  brantloilasa  monsterol  crujih'.  Wnere  is 

Ipanllc  of  nifht  precludes  horn  lus  'icw,  the  man  that  regulates  his  conduct  by  the  suppo- 


Sinof  su:i,  wnu'Ii  at  once  diSpel>i  llio  clouds!  saiJ,  that  the  good  man,  tlioug.i  ostensibly  wed- 
of  darkness,  i'\V\h[U  t!n;  t  ;ornv  mazes!  tenets,  is  absolutely  ceii-iin,  ir 

4.,V1  mi.y  ,,;h  0... 

out  a  p.illi  of  icfrcat,  and  cnaolcs  him  loj  calls  his  GoJ.— Uo  tJls  you  by  his  siglu,  his 
extrivat’.*  liiitiseli' fro:ii  sa  mis  -rablo  a  ili-|  &*o;i:is,  u  i  I  liis  io.i.s,  imit  ho  <1 -tests  the  doe- 

W'iul ',  at  tliccon- 


jf^m  ria  !  so.  a  heart  bcuthir^*!  *‘**^- “^  *V;ul  ',  at  tiiccon- 

1  !•  »  4.  At  ,  s*crat.  u  auu*,  h  •  out  Ills  vjo  Sijul,  in  tK> 
Ii.g  i  i.il.i  cmouOiis  ot  dchg.it,  tne  cml.l  ^  f.rvor,  his 

01  uisoaedieuce,  who  has  leit  his  father  pious  ejaculaiiuns,  all  hear  testimony  that  he  has 
>nd  his  God,  and  strayed  away  into  the  .  deposited  bis  creed  in  the  outer  owrt  of  the  sane- 1, 


tuary,  and  pays  the  homage  of  his  heort  to  that 
ti'od  alone,  “Who  is  peod  to  all,  and  whose  ten¬ 
der  m^reii  s  arc  over  all  his  works.” 

Of  .sli  the  legends  lliat  have  survived  the  rava- 
g.'s  of  li.ne  and  hitherto  defic-d  the  power  of  truth, 

I  will  venture  to  s.-iy  that  none  inflicts  so  much 
misery  on  the  human  mind,  as  the  doctrine  of 
which  I  speak — that  none  is  more  destitute  of 
utility:  and  yet  there  is  none  deemed  more  im- 
porlant  by  the  great  mass  of  professing  cliristiang, 
at  least  in  theory.  .Reader,  you  perhaps,  like  the 
writer  of  this  article,  have  believed  this  gloomy 
tenet.  If  you  hove,  you  ran  bear  me  testimony 
to  the  misery  to  which  it  gives  bjrth.  Perhaps  you 
now  believe  it.  If  so,  I  ask  no  stronger  testimo¬ 
ny,  than  the  pan<r  you  now  feel,  when  reflecting 
on  the  interminable  age  of  torture,  you  suppose 
awaits,  not  yourself,  hut  others.  Tell  me  reader, 
did  you  ever  experience  anguish  like  that,  th&t 
harrows  up  the  soul,  when,  in  moments  of  calm 
retirement  and  serious  reflection,  you  call  up  to 
your  imagination,  the  haggard  vision  of  the  fla¬ 
ming  pit !  when  arrayed  before  you  in  one  infi¬ 
nite  host,  you  behold  millions  on  millions  of  your 
condemned  fellow  beings,  plunged  at  once,  by 
the  divine  power  and  authority,  into  that  horrid 
abyss,  where  misery  yet  untasted,  where  horrors 
yet  untold,  await  them  ;  and  where  pain  and  an- 
guisli  and  sorrows,  to  whose  accumulation  there 
IS  no  bound,  to  whose  duration  there  is  no  peri¬ 
od,  prey  upon  their  souls  ! 

Ilaik! — lirar  the  flames  crackle!  Hear  the 
sulphureous  billows  liiss  like  the  crater  of  .®tna, 
wlicii  the  gathering  clouds  pour  down  their  tor¬ 
rents  on  Its  flaming  summit — Hear  them  roar,  as 
t!»c  waves  of  the  t  roubled  ocean,  when  the  howl¬ 
ing  tempest  exerts  its  efforts  on  its  liquid  bosom ! 
Hear  those  hitter  wailings,  those  cries  ofhopelcss, 
infinite  wretchedness,  that  even  through  the  dread 
uproar  and  commotion,  thrill  through  the  soul, 
and  pierce  the  very  heavens  !  But  look  ! — What 
form  is  that?  A  hushnnd — a  wife — a  child — once 
the  idol  of  the  heart — a  friend,  for  whom  no  sac¬ 
rifice,  not  even  life  itself,  could  once  have  been 
too  gi’cal !  Hear  that  voice — once  the  voice  of 
love  or  friendship — But  now — Gracious  God!— 
The  heart  sickens — the  head  grows  faint — Fell 
horrors  frighten  and  appal  the  soul — We  turn 
trernbling  and  aghast  from  the  terrific  scene  our 
fancy,  aided  bv  our  creed,  has  conjured  up,  and 
seek  relief  in  doubling  its  truth  ! 

Cliristian — believer  in  the  cruel  dogma  of  cease¬ 
less  hell  torments,  siu-h  must  he  thy  sensations, 
if  thou  hast  not  lost  the  power  to  feel.  True  or 
tills  -,  thy  creed  must  weigh  heavily  on  thy  soul, 
and  deprive  thee  of  the  more  sublime  pleasures 
of  llie  C'lri.stian  faith.  But  why  wilt  thou  thes 
labor  to  tarr.ish  the  lustre  of  the  Divine  character 
and  torment  thyself  ?  If  thy  doctrine  be  even 
tru."-,  it  can  ho  of  no  possible  utility  to  any  one  to 
k.now  or  believe  it.  Is  not  the  fate  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  defined  in  the  counsels  of  God,  to  an  abso¬ 
lute  certainty  7  Those  whom  he  will  save,  have 
their  names  registered  in  heaven,  and  are  safe  in 
his  unalterable  decree.  Can  a  belief  in  an  end¬ 
less  hell,  render  that  decree  more  certain  ?  Can 
ignorance  of  the  doctrine  disannul  that  decree, 
and  blot  out  the  nams  that  God  has  written? 
The  causes  that  make  this  doctrine  useless  to  the 
elect,  make  it  equally  so  to  the  non-elcct.  Heav¬ 
en  is  not  more  certain  to  the  one,  than  hell  is  to 
the  other.  For  whom  God  has  not  ordained  to 
be  saved,  fate  has  proscribed,  and  set  apart  to  be 
damned.  And  how  can  this  sentence  bo  chan¬ 
ged  i  By  bc-lirviag  in  an  interminable  punish¬ 
ment  ?  Though  the  sinner  believed  in  ten  thou¬ 
sand  h'-lls— though  all  their  horrors  were  array¬ 
ed  in  full  view  h  -fore  him— though  he  could  fael 
the  dreadful  reality — what  power  has  he  to  es- 
rape  ?  The  wrath  of  God  lies  heavy  on  his  muI, 
aii.'l  weighs  him  down  beyond  the  power  to  nse: 
t!ie  irrevocable  decree  of  God,  an  indissolubU 
chain,  fast  binds  him  to  his  fats :  ten  thousand 
event^  as  so  many  inseparable  links  in  the  chaia 
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of  proviflence,  dra"  liim  alonpto  the  verr  brink  1 
of  tlie  infernal  pit :  till  at  length,  the  Great,  Eter¬ 
nal  Kubr  of  all  worlds,  that  controls  the  dcsti-  I 
nies  of  ail  intcilisenccs,  stretches  forth  his  all 
powerful  hand,  anil  liiirls  him  hoadlonp  down  to  ^ 
regions  of  the  damned,  to  meet  the  fate  fnr  'vhich  , 
{weep,  O,  ye  powers  of  justice  and  of  merev,  | 
weep!)  to  meet  the  fate  for  wliich  a  Heavenly! 
and  Biiievoletii  Parent,  ushered  him  into  heinp  !  i 
Can  the  belief,  the  repentance  or  tlie  wo;k3  of 
man  prevent  this  awful  catastro;)he  ?  Can  they  \ 
blot  out  the  damning  sentence,  and  cancel  the ; 
decree  written  by  the  finacrof  the  eternal  God  in  ; 
the  records  of  lieavcn  ?  How  then  can  the  knowl-  | 
edge  or  belief  of  hell,  have  any  effect  on  the  sin- 1 
ncr’s  fate,  and  save  him  from  it,  for  whom  it  was  ^ 
expressly  created  ?  'I'he  reprobate  cannot  avoid  ' 
it,  and  it  will  be  time  enough  for  him  to  know  it  J 
when  the  dreadful  reality  breaks  upon  his  view,  i 
He  should  not  be  tormented  before  his  time. 

With  such  a  doctrine  you  may  mar  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  the  Christian,  poison  all  his  joys,  destroy 
his  peace  of  mind,  and  shake  his  contidcncc  in  I 
his  Creator :  With  sucli  a  doctrine,  you  may  j 
terrify  the  sinner.  But  ignorance  of  it  will  not,  i 
cannot  damn  the  elect ;  nor  is  it  possible  that  a 
knowledge  of  it  should  save  the  non-elect.  It 
makes  not  the  bad  man  good,  nor  the  good  man  | 
better.  And  therefore,  even  if  it  were  true,  which, ! 
thank  God,  it  is  not,  it  would  be  perfectly  use-  I 
less  to  know  any  tiring  about  it ;  and  as  the  case  | 
is,  it  is  inconsistent  with  wisdom  and  gnodti°ss, ! 
derog  itory  to  the  name  and  character  of  Dcitv,  j 
and  is,  of  course,  unworthy  a  place  in  the  chris-  ! 
tian  code.  .J.  F.  ! 
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UTICA,  SATURDAY.  MAY  1, 1830.  | 

LETTER  VI, 

TO  REV.  D.  C.  LAMSING, 

Pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  Utica. 
Sir — 1  shall  now  proceed  to  examine  the  clos¬ 
ing  part  of  your  harangue  against  Universalism, 
on  the  evening  of  the  last  Sunday  in  March. 

After  you  had  proceeded  to  such  a  length  in 
abusing  Universalists  and  misrepresenting  their 
sentiments  and  the  senti  nonts  of  the  sacred  wri¬ 
ters,  one  would  naturally  siijipose  you  had  emp¬ 
tied  yourself  entirely  of  the  gall  and  wormwood 
of  your  soul,  without  “foaming  out  your  own 
ihamo”  any  more,  by  i.npug  ring  the  dispensations 
of  Providence,  or  attempting  to 
“Snatch  from  his  hand  the  balance  and  the  rod, 
RcjuJge  his  justice,  be  the  God  of  God.” 

But  it  seems  you  had  not  quite  “finished  your 
eourae”  in  “this  kind  of  thing,”  though  the  clos¬ 
ing  pari  of  your  performance  exhibited  in  general 
more  modesty,  and  decency  than  your  previous 
labors. 

“Look,”  said  you,  “to  the  many  individual  cases 
of  crime,  cognizable  and  not  cognizable  by  law, 
thousands  of  which  no  human  law  can  ever  reach 
or  punish,  and  which  must  of  course  go  unpun¬ 
ished,  at  least,  in  this  world” — (as  much  as  to 
say,  there  is  no  God  that  jcdcstii  im  Tnc 
Earth.”)  And  you  wished  to  know  how  such 
enmes  were  or  could  be  punis'.icd,  nnless  there 
was  an  endless  hell  for  their  perpetrators,  hereaf¬ 
ter. 


and  because  some  sinners  escape  the  outtevd 
punishment  of  these  laws,  that  therefore  these 
sins  arc  without  any  penalty  in  this  world,  and  ! 
that  these  sinners  can  suffer  no  punishment  in 
ihnol  Docs  not  the  thief,  the  robber,  the  mur- 1 
derer,  and  every  vile  transgressor  carry  about  I 
constantly  a  hell  within  his  own  bosom  that  dc-  | 
stroys  all  peace  of  mind — a  canker  that  gnaws  j 
continually  on  the  vitals  of  happiness — and  is  not  i 
the  declaration  verified  in  them,  “T/i«e  IS  nO; 
peace,  sail’i  ir.xj  God,  to  the  wicked  ?”  Will  nothing 
bo  allowed  to  constitute  punishment  but  an  end¬ 
less  hell  of  fire  and  brimstone?  .And  why  did  you 
not  prove,  by  scripture  testimony,  that  such  sin¬ 
ners  would  suffer  endless  punislimcnt  in  hell? 
Answer — Because  you  could  not  prove  it,  cither 
by  revelation  or  reason. 

You  proceeded,  “  It  may  be  urged  that  God 
does  not  feel  as  we  do  in  relation  to  transgressors : 
but  I  ask,  does  he  delight  in  revelry  and  crime?” 

I  answer,  no,  he  docs  not  dcliglil  in  revelry  and 
crime  as  such,  but  manifests  his  righteous  disap¬ 
probation  of  them,  by  so  constituting  the  laws  of 
his  moral  government,  that  “the  wicked  are  like 
the  troubled  sea,  when  it  cannot  rest,  whose  wa¬ 
ters  cast  up  mire  an  i  dirt.” 

.Again:  you  ask,  “  If  it  is  compatible  with  the 
goodncsi  of  God  to  inffict  luinishmcnt  for  sin  in 
this  world,  is  it  impossible  for  him  to  inflict  pun¬ 
ishment  in  another  woil  J  ?  Is  it  not  equally  com¬ 
patible  with  his  goodness  to  inflict  it  hereafter  ?’’ 

Here,  Sir,  was  a  degree  of  sophistry  in  this 
question  incoinpatihlo  with  honesty — you  did  not 
state  fairly  the  ground  of  difference  between  you 
and  your  opponents — neither  did  your  words  ex¬ 
press  the  meaning  you  evidently  had  in  proposing 
the  question.  For  if  you  meant  any  thing  in  op¬ 
position  to  Universalism,  you  evidently  meant 
that,  if  it  is  consistent  with  the  benevolence  of 
God  to  inflict  temporal  or  limited  punishment  for 
i  sin,  it  is  equally  consistent  with  that  benevolence 
1  to  inflict  eternal  or  unlimited  punishment.  This, 

1  repeat,  must  have  been .  your  meaning,  if  you 
meant  a:iy  thing  in  cqiposition  to  Universalism,  1 
shall  therefore  proceed  to  answer  this  question  by 
propoij.iding  another. 

If  it  is  compatible  with  the  character  of  a  good 
earthly  fatlicr  to  i.nflict  a  reasonable  punishment 
on  a  disobedient  child,  is  it  not  equally  corapati- 
,  ble  for  him  to  kill  his  child  outright?  Or  if  it  is 
!  consistent  for  a  good  earthly  parent  to  chastise  his 
j  child  in  proportion  to  his  crimes,  and  for  the  pur- 
j  pose  of  subduing,  amending,  or  bringing  to  obedi¬ 
ence,  is  it  not  equally  consistent  fur  him  to  scourge 
:  hLs  child  every  day  of  his  life,  keep  him  shut  up  in 
'  a  dreary  dungeon,  give  him  barely  food  enough 
I  to  keep  the  breath  of  life  in  him,  tiiat  he  may  cn- 
j  dure  torment,  and  thus  set  all  his  ingenuity  to 
I  work  to  render  his  cliild  as  miserable  as  possible 
:  during  his  whole  existence,  without  the  least  in- 
'  tcnlioa  of  doing  him  any  good  by  this  punishment? 
j  This  question  must  be  answerable  in  the  afHrraa- 
J  live,  to  give  any  s upport  to  your  cruel  doctrine  of 
endless  misery. 


Sir,  is  it  reasonable  to  conclude,  because  cer- 
l*tn  crimes  are  oot  cognizable  by  human  laws. 


“The  bible,”  said  you,  “ represents,  through¬ 
out,  two  distinct  and  different  characters  among 


men — the  good  and  the  bad,  saints  and  sinners, 
sons  of  light  and  sons  of  darkness—to  one  or  the 
other  of  these  classes  all  men  must  belong,  for 
Christ  said,  he  that  is  not  for  me  Is  against  me.” 
Truo,  Sir,  but  do  you  find  an  i.vfixite  difference 
between  any  twp  individuals  ot  the  human  fami¬ 
ly  ?  The  very  best  arc  not  infinitely  good,  but  all 
arc  subject  to  imperfections  and  faults;  and  the 
very  worst  are  not  infinitely  evil,  but  all  possess 
some  good  qualities.  By  what  fair  mode  of  rea¬ 
soning,  then,  do  you  conclude  an  infinite  differ¬ 
ence  will  bo  made  in  their  endless  condition? 
Again,  these  difTirent-characters  you  mentioned, 
have  been,  and  often  arc,  both  sustained  by  the 
same  persons  at  different  periods  of  their  lives. 
Take  for  example  the  persecuting  Saul  of  Tarsus 
— he  was  once  the  chief  of  sinners,  a  bad  man,  a 
son  of  darkness ;  but  by  the  grace  of -God  he  be¬ 
came  a  saint,  a  good  man,  a  son  of  light.  Now, 
Sir,  if  the  grace  of  God  wrought  such  a  change  in 
thjs  vile  wretch,  are  you  authorised  to  limit  the 
arm  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  and  say  he  cannot 
and  will  not  efibet  an  equally  salutary  change  in 
^all  sinners  ? 

I  “Again,  the  bible  says  the  qualifications  for 
heaven  are  failli  and  repentance.  If  all  shall  final¬ 
ly  repent  and  believe,  I  shall  not  be  the  last  to  re¬ 
joice  in  their  salvation.”  Well,  Sir,  if  the  repen¬ 
tance,  faith  and  salvation  of  all  is  desirable,  and 
would  be  to  you  a  subject  of  rejoicing,  can  you 
ever  participate  fulness  of  joy  till  this  desirable 
event  is  accomplished?  (though  I  shall  leave  you 
to  reconcile  this  declaration  with  a  former  state¬ 
ment  of  yours,  that  you  would  “  rather  go  down 
I  to  the  dark  and  miserable  sower  of  the  Atheist — 
to  blank  annihilation — th.an  to  admit  the  views  of 
Universalists.”) 

j  “  But,”  said  you,  “  to  declare  w  ith  the  Univer- 
salist,  that  all  shall  be  saved  at  alt  events,  and 
then  interpose  the  bible  conditions  of  faith  and 
repentance,  is  most  astonishingly  and  grossly  ab¬ 
surd.”  And,  Sir,  is  there  not  as  much  absurdity 
in  declaring,  with  the  Calvinists,  that  “God  did, 
from  all  eternity,  elect  some  to  everlasting  life” — 
their  number  being  “  so  certain  and  definite  that 
it  could  not  be  cither  increased  or  diminished,” 
and  these  “  shall  be  saved  at  all  events,”  and  then 
interposing  the  bible  conditions  of  faith  and  re¬ 
pentance?  Is  there  more  absurdity  in  supposing 
all  men  will  be  saved  on  these  conditions  than 
there  is  in  supposing  “the  elect  will  be  saved?” 
As  an  illustration  of  the  views  of  Universalists, 
relative  to  the  certain  salvation  of  all,  and  the  inter¬ 
position  of  the  conditions  of  faith  and  repentance, 
I  will  cite  you  to  the  case  of  Paul  and  the  ship’s 
crew  with  him  on  his  way  to  Rome.  You  will  re¬ 
collect,  that  when  they  seemed  to  be  beset  with 
dangers  on  every  han*l,  and  the  crew  were  almost 
,in  despair,  Paul  told  them  positively,  “  there  shall 
be  no  loss  of  any  man’s  life  among  you — there 
shall  not  a  hair  fall  from  the  head  of  any  of  you.” 
Yet  when  some  of  the  shipmen  were  about  to  flee 
out  of  the  ship,  he  told  them,  “  except  these  abide 
in  the  ship  ye  cannot  be  saved.”  Now,  Paul  was 
certain  that  none  of  the  crew  would  perish,  and 
I  equally  certain  that  except  these  abode  ia  th« 
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ship  they  could  not  be  saved.  What  then  is  the 
inference  7  VVhy,  that  the  condition  of  salvation 
would  be  complied  with.  So  we  maintain,  that 
all  men  will  be  saved :  and  with  equal  confidence 
do  we  believe  that  all  will  finally  be  brought  to 
yield  to  the  conditions  of  repentance  and  faith. 

Here  you  anticipated  another  difficulty.  “  IIow 
many,”  said  you,  “die  in  sin — drunkards,  liars, 
robbers,  pirates,  murderers — first  perhaps  mur¬ 
dering  and  then  committing  suicide!  How  arc 
they  to  be  saved  ?  Where  and  when  will  they  re¬ 
pent?  It  will  be  too  late  when  the  day  of  retri¬ 
bution  shall  come — when  they  shall  call  on  the 


ruption,  it  is  raised  in  incorrupt  ion :  it  is  sown  in  ;  hut  you  apprehended  some  of  your  hearers  began 
dishonor,  it  is  raised  in  glory:  it  is  sown  in  weak-jj  to  grow  somewhat  weary  of  the  subject,  having 
ness,  it  is  raised  in  power:  it  is  sown  a  natural continued  this  course  of  lectures  now  for  thirteen 
body,  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body.  .\s  wo  have  ji  weeks  in  succession— [There  was  more  truth  too, 
borne  the  image  of  the  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  ;  than  poetry,  in  this  hint.]— But  to  justify  your 


the  image  of  the  heavenly.”  |j  course  in  having  said  thus  much,  you  read  Eze- 

Your  assertion,  that  none  ever  were,  or  can  be  ji  kiel  iii.  1C— 21,  as  applicable  to  your  case.  But 
redeemed  from  hell,  was  equally  false  and  anti- jj  what  has  this  passage  (which  relates  to  the  corn- 
scriptural,  with  mauyotii'Tstatem.mlsyou  made..!  mission  of  Ezekiel  to  the  house  of  Israel)  todo 
David  says,  (Ps.  Ixxxvi.  13.)  “I  will  praise  thee,  |  wilh  a  Calvinistic  preacher  in  the  present  day? 
O  Lord,  with  all  my  heart,  and  1  will  glorify  thy  ;;  or  what  has  it  to  do  with  the  preaching  of  endless 
name  for  evermore.  For  great  is  thy  mercy  to-  j:  misery  7  Just  nothing  at  all.  Yet  the  c-xposition 

-  .  ,1  wards  me ;  and  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  j  you  gave  of  it,  implied  that  you  really  supposed 

rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  on  them  and  hide  the  lowest  hell.”  Perhaps  you  will  say  David  |!  the  blood  of  immortal  souls  \vou\d  be  required  at 

them  from  the  wrath  of  their  offended  judge — j  was  delivered  from  going  to  hell,  i.nstead  of  being  jjyour  hand.s,  if  you  did  not  thus  preach  against 

none  can  then  repent — none  can  ever  be  redeem- |j  delivered  from  hell  itself.  But  recollect,  he  says,  j' Cniversalism.  Sir,  docs  the  passage  say  any 

(Ps.  cxvi.  3,)  “the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  I  thing  about  the  67ooi  o/immortn/ so«/s 7  No.  Does 

me:”  so  that  David  actually  went  to  hell  and  was 


cd  from  the  flames  of  hell,”  &c. 

Answer.  This  strain  of  declamation  perhaps 
would  pass  for  evidence  or  argument,  with  some  ||  delivered  from  its  pains.  And  Jonah  says,  (chap, 
traditionated  and  superficial  orthodox  people,  who,  j  2d,)  “out  of  the  belly  of  hell,  cried  I,  and  thou 
had  never  heard  any  preaching  but  that  like  yoiir^j  lieardest  my  voice — tlie  earth  with  her  bars  was 
own,  and  who  had  never  allowed  themselves  to^j about  me  for  ever;  yet  hast  thou  brought  up  my 
reflect  or  examine  for  themselves ;  but  it  will  not 
and  cannot  satisfy  rational  and  enlightened  minds 
of  the  correctness  of  your  proposition.  For  1.  It 
was  assertion  and  declamation  without  argument 
or  evidence.  2.  There  was  an  entire  irrelevancy, 
to  your  subject,  of  the  passage  of  scripture  refer¬ 
red  to.  The  passage  in  Revelations  relative  to 
the  rocks  and  mountains,  falling  on  those  sinners 
mentioned,  has  no  more  relation  to  a  future  world 
than  the  ancient  predictions  of  the  Babylonian 
captivity  had :  as  any  one  will  perceive  by  read- . 
ing  the  context.  And  3.  Your  declarations  were 
opposed  to  particular  passages  and  to  the  general 
tenor  of  scripture. 

As  it  respects  those  vile  characters  you  named, 
if  it  is  possible  for  God  to  bring  such  to  repen¬ 
tance  and  save  them  in  this  world,  is  it  not  ccjual- 
ly  possible  for  him  to  do  it  in  another?  Arc  they 


!| 

life  from  corruption,  O,  Lord  iny  God.”  Hence, 
wc  find  that  Jonah  went  to  hell  and  suflored  there 
for  ever,  and  yet, 'was  afterwards  delivered  or  re¬ 
deemed  from  it.  And,  Sir,  do  we  not  read  that 
“death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead  that  were 
in  them?”  How  then  can  you  assert  that  none 
can  ever  be  delivered  from  hell  7 

About  the  last  question  you  proposed  that  eve¬ 
ning,  w'orthy  of  notice,  was  this — “  Where  shall 


it  say  any  thing  about  people  being  exposed  to 
suffer  endless  misery?  No.  Suppose,  through 
your  neglect  to  warn  your  hearers  of  the  danger¬ 
ous  tendency  of  Universalism,  some  one  should 
(lie  in  this  belief,  and  go  to  hell — would  you  have 
to  go  to  hell  also  as  the  penalty  of  your  neglect  7 
Yes,  of  course,  if  your  cx])08ition  was  correct. 
Then  the  neglect  of  one  would  be  punished  with 
the  endless  damnation  of  Iteo,  would  it  not? 
Again,  suppose  your  neglect  should  cause  the 
endless  damnation  of  twenty  souls — would  you  not 
(allowing  your  exposition  correct)  have  to  suffer 
twenty  eternities  of  misery!  or  twenty  infinities  of 


_  .  punishment ! ! 

the  sinneis  appear  when  Christ  delivers  up  the  !j  Though  I  believe  the  station  of  areal  gospel 
kingdom  to  his  I  ather.”  minister  is  a  highly  responsible  station,  and  that 

Answer.  “Then  cometh  the  end,  when  he  shall  j  every  true  minister  of  Christ  docs,  and  necessari- 
have  delivered  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  thel  ly  must  feel  himself  responsible  for  the  manner 
Father,  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rulc,aiid  j'  in  which  he  discharges  the  duties  of  his  calling, 
all  authority  and  power.  For  he  must  reign  till  ,  yet  I  do  think,  Mr.  Lansing,  that  you  advanced 
he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  Death,  ||  the  most  palpable  absurdities  in  commenting  on 
the  LAST  EKEMT,  shall  be  destroyed.  For  he  hath  1' the  above  passage  from  Ezekiel.  And  when  a 
nor^uidly  subjcctsof  hismo^  and |!  "hen  he  saith,  |  man  so  often  repeats,  and  reiterate*  times  with- 

under  his  control,  there,  as  here?  then  as  now 711  manifest  that  i  out  number,  declarations  of  his  own  extraordine- 

Is  his  arm  there  shortened  that  it  cannot  save  7  jj  he 's  excepted  which  did  put  all  things  under  him.”  ry  kones'.y,  it  can  have  no  other  tendency  ultimate- 

or  has  his  nature  changed  from  benevolence  to'l  [»«'•'=  observe,  the  Father  is  the  only  being  ex-  ly,  but  to  cause  reflecting  people  to  think  he  U  no 

hatred  by  their  removal  from  this  to  another  state  i  cepted,  that  is  not  put  under  him— of  course,  all  more  honest  than  he  should  be  ;  as  if  a  man  should 

'  other  beings  must  be  subdued  unto  him  in  the  run  through  the  streets  telling  every  body  he  saw 

same  sense  that  any  are.]  “And  wlien  all  things  ,  ,hat  he  was  no  thief,  and  should  repeat  it  from 
are  subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  ;  house  to  house,  every  day  for  a  long  time,  that  he 
himself  be  subject  unto  him  that  put  all  things  |  never  stole  any  thing  in  his  life,  it  would  naturally 
under  him,  that  GOD  MAY  BE  ALL  IN  .\LL.' 


of  being  7  In  respect  to  the  time  when,  and  place 
where,  they  will  bo  brought  to  repentance  and 
reconciliation,  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  this  with 
God,  and  in  the  language  of  the  bihle,  believe 
“  that  in  the  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of 
TIMES,  he  will  gather  together  (or  rehcad,  restore,) ' 
in  one  all  things  in  Christ,  whether  things  in  heav- 1 
en  or  things  in  earth” — that  he  “  hath  spoken  of 

the  TIMES  OF  RESTITUTION  OF  ALL  THINGS,  by  thc 

mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets  since  thc  world  be¬ 
gan” — that  “all  nations  whonrhe  has  made  shall 
come  and  worship  before  him,  and  shall  glorify 
his  name” — that  “  all  the  ends  of  thc  world  shall 
remember  and  turn  unto  tke  Lord,  and  all  the  kin¬ 
dreds  of  thc  nations  shall  worship  before  him” — 
that  “every  knee  shall  bow  and  every  tongue | 
confess,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of 
God  the  Father”— and  “  no  man  can  say  he  is 
Lord  but  by  thc  Holy  Spirit” — that  “  as  in  Adam 
all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  (not  out  of  Christ)  shall 
ALL  be  made  alive,”  and  “he  that  is  in  Chiist  is. 
a  new  creature” — that  whereas  “  it  is  sown  in  cor- 1 


tend  to  fix  suspicion,  and  induce  people  to  keep 
Now,  Sir,  tell  me  where  is  your  endless  hell,  and  |  their  goods  out  of  his  reach, 
the  sinners  that  arc  to  inherit  it?  Is  God  in  hell  j  i  apprehend  the  following  text  would  havebeen 
and  its  subj-ccts,  and  they  in  him  7  He  must  be  1  much  more  appropiate  and  suitable  to  your  case 
in  hell  and  in  the  sinner,  and  they  in  him,  if  hell  i  than  the  one  above  mentioned  :— “For  the  piiests’ 
and  the  sinner  still  exist,  and  God  is  all  in  all.  \^lips  shotild  keep  knoicledge,  and  they  should  seek  the 
In  conclusion,  you  told  your  congregation,  again  \  imo-at  his  mouth ;  for  he  is  tke  messenger  of  the  Lord 
and  again,  how  very  conscientious  you  were  in  “  do-  ' 
ing  up  this  work,”  (of  preaching  against  Univer- 
salism,)  “  for  the  great  day  of  accounts,  and  doing 


of  hosts.  But  ye  are  departed  out  of  the  way  ;  ye  have 
'  caused  many  to  stumble  at  the  law  ;  ye  have  corrup¬ 
ted  THE.covENAXi  OF  LEVI,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 


lilt  faithfully”— how  ardently  you  desired  to  deliver  ,  Therefore  have  lalso  madeyov  contemptible  and  bw 
souls  from  the  awful  hell  that  awaited  „,i  the  people,  according  as  ye  have  not  keptmy 

[what  a  pity  that  God  has  not  as  much  benevo-  I  j,,,  have  been  PARTIAL  in  the  law.”  Mal- 
Icncc  for  souls  as  you  have!] — how  that  the  pecu-  jachi  ii'7  9  9. 

liar  circumstances  of  thc  present  time  (the  alarm-  j  i  have  now  done  with  your  lecture  on  the  eve- 
ing  prevalence  ot  Universalism)  had  led  you  to  jningl  last  heard  you.  In  closing  this  letter  I 
do  the  work  now— that  you  wanted  to  say  a  !  will  offer  a  few  words  of  advice.  In  your  preach- 
great  deal  more  on  the  subject  than  you  had  said;  iling,  be  more  modest  in  your  pretensions  to  sups- 
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rior  authority  and  sanctity — more  charitable  to-* 
wards  those  who  may  difljr  from  you  in  opinion — 
less  dogmatical  in  your  assertions — less  presump¬ 
tuous  in  sentencing  your  neighbors  to  hell,  who 
mav  possess  as  good  or  better  hearts  than  your- 

gelf _ more  studious  of  preaching  the  simple,  un- , 

corrupted  doctrines  of  the  bible,  than  of  pervert- 1 
ing  particular  texts  and  torturing  them  into  an 
allcdged  support  of  your  sectarian  dogmas.  In 
your  intercourse  in  society,  pretend  to  less,  and 
practice  more  true  religion — instead  of  creeping 
into  houses  for  the  purpose  of  terrifying  weak- 
minded  women  and  children  with  the  fear  that 
they  arc  going  directly  to  hell  unless  they  join 
your  party,  visit  the  fatherless  and  widow  for  the 
purpose  of  aifurding  needed  relief  or  consolation. 
When  I  can  see  you  practicing  according  to  this 
advice,  I  shdl  think  you  are  in  a  hopeful  way  for 
conversion. 

Yours  as  ever, 

D.  SKINNER.  ! 


NEW  MEETING  HOUSES. 

The  Universalists  in  Mansfield  Conn,  we  un¬ 
derstand,  have  got  a  snfiicicnt  fund  subscribed' 
for  erecting  a  house  of  public  worship,  and  are 
actively  engaged  in  preparations  to  build. 

Another  new  meeting  House  is  to  be  erected 
during  the  coming  season,  by  the  Univcrsalist  so¬ 
ciety  m  Gray,  Maine. 

We  learn  that  the  cause  of  truth  is  abundantly  [ 
prospering  in  the  towns  of  Guilford,  Vt.  and  Ley¬ 
den,  Mass.  Brs.  S.  P.  Skinner,  and  Matthew  H. 
Smith  are  now  laboring  in  that  vicinity.  Their 
labors  seem  to  be  very  successful,  in  building  up 
the  waste  places  of  Zion.  i 

NOTICE.  I 

Br.  S.  R.  Smith,  of  Clinton,  will  preach  at’ 
Floyd,  (Union  Meeting  House,)  the  second  Sun- 1 
day  in  this  month,  (9th  inst.)  I 

To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘^Magazine  and  Jldvocede."  | 

Sir : — Doubtless  your  readers  arc  well  acquain¬ 
ted  with  the  circumstance  of  its  being  maintain¬ 
ed  by  Universalist  writers,  and  conceded  by  ma¬ 
ny  eminent  limitarian  critics,  .that  the  Greek 
word  aion,  rendered  ever,  tcorld,  &c.  in  the  com¬ 
mon  version  of  the  New  Testament,  signifies 
properly,  age  ;  and  many  of  them  are  no'doubt 
informed  that  “The  Ancient  History  of  Uni  versa- 
lism”  most  clearly  ahotos  this  to  have  been  the 
common  usage  of  the  term  for  some  centuries  af¬ 
ter  the  Christian  era.  But  with  respect  to  the 
F.nglish  word  ever,  preceded  by  for,  (which  two 
words  are  now  often  joined  in  one,  as  forever,) 
your  correspondent  entertains  the  idea  that  cer¬ 
tain  facts  relative  to  its  derivation  and  ancient , 
usage,  may  possibly  be  as  new  to  some  of  your  J 
readers  as  they  were  till  lately  to  him.  Taking 
op  an  elementary  treatise  on  grammar,  a  short 
time  since,  I  was  turning  over  its  pages  for  thej 
purpose  of  perusing  the  author’s  “Philosophical  i 
Notes,”  which  are  interspersed  through  the  work,  | 
and  in  which,  among  other  things,  is  given,  prin-l 
cipallyfrom  11.  Tooke,  an  eminent  philological  j 
writer,  an  instructive  as  well  as  amusing  account 
of  the  origin  of  many  of  our  pfopositions,  adverbs,  [ 
when  my  attention  was  particularly  arrested 
by  an  explanation  of  the  word  ever,  which  I  found  I 
thus  defined  :  "Ever — an  age.  For  ever  and  ec- 1 
er — for  ages  and  agM.”  To  which  is  added  the' 
following  remark :  “Ever  is  not  synonimous 
writh  always.”  See  Kirkham’s  Grammar,  lOlh 
adition,  page  81. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  if  it  is  a  fact  that  tlie  English 
•xpression, /or  ever,  did,  in  its  primitive  meaning 
•ignify  for  an  age,  or  for  ages,  and  everlasting,  the 


same  of  course  as  age-lasting,  there  can  surely  be*! 
no  harm  in  having  the  thing  more  generally  un- ; 
derstood  ;  for  which  reason,  should  you  judge  1 1 
that  the  publication  of  this  will  be  likely  to  sub-': 
serve  the  cause  of  truth,  or  tend  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  free  inquiry,  you  will  confer  a  favor  by 
giving  it  an  insertion  in  your  useful  paper.  ’  | 
Yours,  respectfully,  Jason. 

[for  the  Magazine  and  -JdvoctUe.J 
OATHS  OF  UNIVERSALISTS. 

Mr.  Editor — It  docs  appear  to  me  that  those 
persons  who  are  eontinually  palming  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  the  sentiment,  that  the  oath  of  an  Universalist 
ought  to  be  rejected  bf cause  he  does  not  believe, 
the  doctrine  of  endless  misery,  arc  actuated  more 
by  a  persecuting  spirit,  than  a  love  of  truth,  or  a 
regard  for  their  fellow  creatures.  1 

How  long  shall  this  persecuting  spirit  exist?  I 
Upon  what  principle  is  it  alleged,  that  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  an  Universalist  cannot  be  valid ?  Is  it; 
because  he  has  no  tie  on  his  conscience  ?  And 
has  he  no  tic  on  his  conscience  because  he  does 
not  believe  a  portion  of  the  human  family  will  be . 
punished  to  all  eternity  ?  j 

Docs  the  belief  of  punishment  in  a  future  state,  | 
cause  a  person  to  tell  the  truth  when  under  oath  ? , 
If  it  does,  why  then  does  not  the  belief.of  punish- 1 
ment  in  the  present  state,  govern  the  oath  of  Uni¬ 
versalists  on  the  same  principle?  If  it  be  a  fact,! 
that  the  belief  of  certain  punishment,  in  the  case’ 
of  perjury,  will  prevent  perjurv,  and  that  the  dis-  ; 
belief  of  certain  punishment  will  perpetuate  perju-  , 
ry,  then  it  is  another  fact  that  those  who  believe  j 
in  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery  arc  the  suppor- 1 
ters  of  forgery  and  falsehood,  and  their  testimony , 
ouglit  to  be  rejected.  And  why  ?  Because  they , 
do  not  believe  in  the  certainly  of  punishment,  by 
allowing, on  condition  of  repentance,  an  escape  from 
tha*  punishment.  | 

I  If  a  belief  of  certain  punishment  will  prevent 
perjury,  then  a  denial  of  this  fact  will  have  a  con- , 
trary  effect,  namely,  to  perpetuate  perjury.  But 
who  is  it  that  denies  this  fact  ?  Do  the  believers  in 
endless  misery  invariably  maintain  that  a  perjur¬ 
ed  person  will  certainly  be  damned  to  all  eternity? 
Consistency  would  seem  to  require  on  their  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reasoning  concerning  a  “  tie  on  the  con¬ 
science,”  that  they  should  thus  believe  and  main- ! 
tain.  But  do  they  thus  believe?  No.  They  have 
a  salvo  provided.  They  will  not  allow  this ;  for 
upon  this  principle,  they  must  maintain  that  the , 
apostle  Peter  was  sent  to  an  endless  hell,  for  he 
denied  his  Master  with  an  oath.  Of  what  use, 
then,  is  it  for  these  wiseacres  to  talk  about  the 
doctrine  of  endless  misery  ticing  a  person’s  con¬ 
science  to  the  truth  ?  How  is  it  a  tie  on  his  con¬ 
science  ?  Why,  you  tell  him  if  he  takes  a  false 
oath  he  shall  be  damned  to  all  eternity,  IF  he  does 
not  repent.  This  must  be  a  tie  on  his  conscience 
with  a  witness.  Let  a  person  take  five  hundred 
false  oaths,  and  on  the  orthodox  principles,  he 
knows  he  shall  never  be  punished  for  it,  neither 
in  this  .or  the  coming  life — if  he  will  only  re¬ 
pent  and  say  he  is  sorry — say  he  is  a  great  sinner, 
and  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  eternal  dam¬ 
nation.  No  orthodox  person  would  send  him  to 
hell,  notwithstanding  all  his  perjury.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  would  pronounce  him  an  Iftir  of  glory. 
He  would  sentence  him  to  no  punishment  at  all 
for  his  perjury.  So  much  for  the  tie  on  his  con¬ 
science.  I  am  sick  of  the  pica  of  those  who  as¬ 
sert  that  the  belief  of  the  doctrinexif  endless  pun» 
ishment  is  a  tie  to  a  person’s  conscience,  and  is 
that  which  makes  him  speak  the  truth,  when  at 
the  same  time  a  salvation  from  this  punishment 
is  provided. 

The  Universalist  believes,  that  if  he  swears 
falsely  he  shall  surely  receive  for  the  wrong  which 
he  hath  done,  either  in  this  or  the  coming  world. 

The  believer  in  endless  punishment  thinks  if  he 
takes  a  false  oath"  he  shall  be  punished  in  a  future 
state,  if  he  docs  not  repent  in  this.  Which  of  the 


two  opinions  has  the  greatest  tie  on  the  con¬ 
science  ?  It  will  not  take  a  man  of  sense  a  great 
while  to  determine — that  is,  if  punishment  has 
any  thing  to  do  with  tieing  the  conscience.  And 
if  It  has,  then  certainly  the  testimony  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  ought  to  be  received  as  valid ;  while  that 
of  the  orthodox  or  the  limitarian  ought  to  be  re¬ 
jected  as  false -  'Which  has  the  greatest  tie 

op  a  person’s  conscience,  to  believe,  if  he  swears 
falsely,  that  he  shall  surely  be  punished  according 
to  the  demerit  of  the  crime ;  or  to  believe,  if  he 
swears  falsely,  he  shall  be  punished  to  all  eterni¬ 
ty,  imless  he  repents  ? — to  believe  in  the  certainty 
of  limited  punishment,  or  to  believe  in  the  wieer- 
lainly  of  umimited  punishment  ?  It  is  not  difficuh 
to  determine.  Go  ask  the  convicts  of  our  state 
prisons  whether  their  crimes  were  perpetrated 
under  the  settled  conviction  that  they  were  surety 
to  suffer  their  present  punishment — or  whether  it 
was  not  rather  their  hopes  of  escape  which  impel¬ 
led  them  to  crime. 

There  arc  but  few,  if  any,  who  would  commit 
•  crimes,  fully  believing  at  the  same  time,  that  they 
,  coiUd  not  escape  full  punishment.  No.  It  is  the 
hopes  of  escaping  detection — it  is  the  belief  of  the 
'  salvo  that  is  provided.  So  that  if  the  fear  of  pun¬ 
ishment  controls  moral  character,  or  prevents 
perjury,  or  any  other  crime,  it  is  the  belief  of  the 
certainty  of  it,  and  not  its  duration. 

I  Our  good  limitarian  brethren  seem  to  go  upon 
I  the  principle,  that  endless  misery,  or  the  fear  of 
I  endless  misery,  governs  all  moral  actions.  They 
j  seem  to  lay  aside  all  Christian  and  moral  charac- 
I  ter  as  a  principle,  governing  oaths,  and  siibstituto 
;  the  notion  that  a  x/aw'sA  fea:  is  the  governing  prin¬ 
ciple. 

i  Let  these  elect  ones  be  convinced  in  their  minds 
;  that  they  are  the  elect — the  renewed  in  heart — 
and  that  in  consequence  of  their  election,  they 
;  shall  never  suffer  endless  misery  I  do  not  see, 

I  upon  their  principle  of  reasoning,  what  will  keep 
I  them  from  falling  into  the  “dark  and  miserable 
sewer”  of  the  perjurer.  They  cannot  believe  in 
endless  misery  for  themselves,  for  they  are  the 
elect.  Where  then  is  the  tie  on  the  conscience  7 
They  have*  none.  Their  oaths  then  of  courso 
ought  to  be  rejected. 

Wonder  if  Brother  Lansing,  of  your  village, 
thinks  he  is  one  of  the  elect.  1  presume  he  has 
not  a  doubt  in  this  particular — and  if  he  has  not, 
just  ask  him  whether  he  has  ever  perjured  him- 
:  self  in  consequence  of  having  no  tie  on  his  con¬ 
science.  If  he  tells  you  it  is  the  love  of  God  and 
of  moral  principle  that  ties  his  conscience  to  the 
tnith;  inquire  a  little  further,  whether  it  i^  not  a 
;  little  too  late  to  introduce  that  pica,  seeing  it  is, 
as  he  would  have  it,  endless  misc^  that  ties  the 
conscience,  and  not  the  love  of  God.  But  per¬ 
haps  the  love  of  God  would  cause  Brother  Lan¬ 
sing,  to  keep  truth  on  his  side,  i.  e.  when  under 
..oath;  but  the  same  love  W’ould  cause  Univer¬ 
salists  to  swear  falsely.  I  expect,  however,  he 
I  would  tell  you  that  “  Universalists  have  no  love 
!of  God.”  But  that  “we  good  orthodox  folks  are 
'  full  of  it — we  trust  that  we  are  righteous — and  de- 
!  spise  you.  Your  oaths  are  not  valid — therefore, 

I  stand  by,  come  not  near  to  us,  for  we  are  holier 
than  you.”  But,  to  be  serious,  it  does  appear  to 
'  me  if  that  man,  was  renewed  with  a  truly  catho- 
'  lie  spirit,  instead  of  the  spirit  of  Finney,  he  would 
have  less  objections  to  the  testimony  of  those  who 
'  believe  in  the  impartial  benevolence  of  our  heav- 
I  enly  Father.  I  care  not  what  a  man’s  profession 
'is — what  are  his  great  puctenccs  to  piety — how 
ot\en  he  publicly  declares  he  visits  his  closet,  or  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  family  altar — he  may  pay  tithe  of 
mint,  and  anise,  and  cummin — fast  twice  a  week 
i  — give  tithes  of  all  he  possesses,  and  make  ever 
so  clean  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  the  platter ; 
yet,  if  he  contends  that  the  belief  of  endless  mis¬ 
ery  ties  the  conscience  to  the  truth — while  he 
, ,  passes  over  judgment,  and  the  love  of  God — ho 
[:  IS  in  the  “  gall  of  bitterness  and  under  the  bonds 
'of iniquity.”  A.  C. 
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[  For  the  Magazine  and  ^idvoca'.e.] 

Mr.  Editor: — The  following  lines  were  written 
at  the  request  of  a  teacher  of  sacred  music,  who 
had  introduced  into  his  school,  as  a  sort  of  relax¬ 
ation,  the  little  air  called  “Bruce’s  Address,”  and 
who  wanted  aome  words  for  the  tune  which  wore 
of  a  religious  character.  Should  they  bo  deem¬ 
ed  worthy  a  place  in  the  Magazine,  you  arc  at 
liberty  to  insert  them.  Jasox. 

Lisle,  N.  Y.  April,  1830. 

“LOVE  YOUR  ENEMIES.” 

Jesus  speaks — let  sinners  hear! 

Jesus  calls — let  all  give  ear ! 

Let  the  sons  of  man  revero 
llis  authority! 

Sent  from  God,  mankind  to  teach, 

May  his  heavenly  precepts  reach 
Eevery  heart,  and  all,  and  each. 

His  disciples  be. 

“Yo  this  ancient  saying  know, 

‘Love  thy  friend,  and  hate  thy  foe 
I,  however,  say,  not  so  ; 

Love  your  enemies. 

If  they  curse  you,  blessings  send ; 

Though  they  hate  you,  them  befriend  ; 

Pray  for  those  that  malice  vent, 

Or  persecution  raise. 

“Tliiis  your  Father  in  the  skies, 

Makes  the  sun  on  all  to 
And  on  good  and  bad  likewise. 

Bids  the  rain  descend. 

Foliow  then  my  rules,  that  ya 
Mav,  from  moral  likeness,  ^ 

Children  of  your  Heavenly 

And  Paternal  Friend. 

“If  no  further  than  your  friends. 

Your  benevolence  extends. 

Bo  far  docs  the  worst  of  men’s  ; 

Then  what  merit  ye  ? 

Be  ye  therefore,  in  your  love. 

Perfect,  like  your  Sire  above, 

'Whose  good  will  all  creatures  prove. 
Universally. 


[For  the  Magazine  and  ^Idvocale.J 

Happiness,  as  most  agree, 

Is'by  all  desired  and  sought ; 

What  can  then  the  reason  be 
Why  so  many  “toil  for  nought  ?” 

Answer — Few  of  human  kind 
Seek  this  treasure  where  they  should; 

None  true  happiness  cair  find, 

Save  in  this — in  being  good. 

Being  good !  says  one,  but  pray 
Tell  mc  what  can  make  us  so, 

What  mysterious  process,  say, 

Must  we  mortals  undergo  7 

Answer — No  more  mystery. 

Than  that  one  and  one  make  two. 

If  a  person  good  would  be, 

Jlcto  of  g^nest  he  must  do. 

If  thou  wouldst  be  happy,  useful  strive  to  be; 

Do  thou  good;  then  Happiness  and  peace  shall 
dwell  with  thee. 

Jasox. 


[For  the  Magazine  and  .Advocate.] 

■What  is  the  principal  difference  between  a  mo- 
dem  Presbyterian  and  a  Methodist,  seeing  they 
both  believe  in  a  universal  atonement  lor  sm  by 
Jesus  Christ  7 

Alls.  'I'iio  Presbyterian  believes  that,  although 
God  gave  his  Bon  to  die  for  ail,  and  invitrs  ull  to 
look  to  liiiii  and  be  s.ived  ;  yet  lie  mvtr  iiiteiuea 
to  save  ull.  \\  lidc  the  Mcliiodist  believes  God 
IgaVe  his  Bon  to  die  for  ail,  and  nviles  ah  to  loo.i 
I  io  luni  and  be  saved,  and  meant  to  save  ull ;  but 
:  was  disappointed  in  the  event.  The  eonelusiun 
’  then  follows,  that  the  belief  ol  the  one  makes  God 
'  a  hypocrite — while  the  belief  of  the  other  makes 
nim  an  impotent  ignoramus.  IBIU. 


'  ADVICE  REGARDED. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  our  readers,  that  du-  {! 
ring  the  discussion  ill  the  Assembly  lust  year, ; 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  Gbaplums,  Uj' 
,  Mr.  Foote  of  Clieshire  stated,  that  Ins  cun- , 
stituents  were  a  “pious  cuinnnmity,”  and  that 
be  could  notin  jnstieu  to  Ibein,  and  without  | 
violating  his  own  conscience,  give  his  sanction  | 
to  any  tneasure  wliieli  was  cuiculated  to  admit  | 
a  Univcrsalist  Clergyman  to  pray  with  ihej 
:  House.  Br.  Whitieiiiore,  Edituruf  ilic  Tiumpet  I; 
.and  Univcrsalist  .Magazine,  in  reinurkiiig  upon  j; 
.\lr.  Foote's  speech,  took  occasion  to  offer  the  I! 
Igood  people  of  Cheshire  a  word  of  adviie,  in  • 
;  which  lie  urged  the  propriety,  «»f  their  obeying  || 
the  divine  injanctioii,  “IT  thy  hand,  or  thy  r 
foul  off] lid  thee,  cut  it  off”  We  would  now  ^ 
infurniBr.  Whiilemure,  that  the  “pious  cum- ij 
.uinnily”  of  Cheshire  appear  to  have  taken  his  > 
advice;  for  in  chnosing  their  represenluiives 
1  tins  Spiing,  they  have  allowed  Sir.  Foots  to‘ 
'sidy  at  home,  and  elected  Dr.  Siiei.ton  a  Uin-i| 
versalist,  in  his  place.  With  siieli  men  as  Dr. '! 
i  Shelton  and  Dr.  Bmoks,  in  our  Slate  In  gisiu-:! 
'  lures,  and  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  in  Cougress,  our 
i  religious  liberties  are  safe.—  Ret.  Inquirer. 


SiLEWT  Ueproof.-A  worthy  clergyman  was  once 
in  company  with  a  set  of  gentlemen  of  good  under¬ 
standing,  but  who  were  apt  to  take  great  liberty  in 
conversation.  One  of  the  company  in  particular, 
made  very  free  with  repeated  iniignificant  asser¬ 
tions.  The  good  divine,  though  greatly  offeuded, 
heard  it  in  silence;  but  took  occasion  every  lime 
the  other  mentioned  the  name  of  God,  to  bow  his 
head  with  great  devotion.  This  at  last  drew  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  gentleman  who  gave  the  offence.  “Isir,” 
says  he,  “1  obserre  you  frequently  bow  ing — what 
,do  you  mean  by  it!”  “You  shall  know,”  replied  the 
clergyman,  “I  have  long  used  myself  never  to  hear 
the  sacred  name  of  God  mentioned  without  paying 
the  devotional  respect  to  it  which  y\»u  have  given  me 
such  frequent  opportunities nt  practisii^.”  The  gen¬ 
tleman  was  so  struck  with  this  noble  and  delicate 
'hint  that  he  iinn.edi.'itely  acknowledged  he  felt  it 
'cnnvictingly,  and  ptnmiscd  to  keep  a  stricUr  guard 
upon  bis  tongue  in  future. 


LExoTti  or  Nioiits  ix  variovs  parts _ The  ' 

longest  night  at  Cayenne  and  Pondicherry  ;s  twelve  ' 
hours;  at  llayti,  Ri hours;  at  Ispahan,  I  i;  ,at  Paris, 
Dijon  and  Carcas  sonne,  15;  at  Arras  and  Dublin,  16; 
at  Copenhagen  and  Riga,  17;  at  Stockholm,  fS;  at 
I  Drontheira,  in  Norway,  Archangel,  &c.  2();  at  Ulea,  . 
in  Hothnia,  21 ;  and  at  Thornes,^.  At  Enoutekies,  ' 
'  the  total  absence  of  the  sun  endures  45  days  conse- 
cutivelv;  at  VVardhuns,  fifi;  at  Cape  North,  74;  and, 

;  lastiv,  Melville  Island  is  totally  destitute  of  light 
'  for  102  days. 

j  ‘Office  of  the  Arcus,  ) 

!  Saturday,  ,9pril  24 — 12  o'clock  M.  ) 

THE  STEAM. BOAT  DISASTER. 

FoRTnEu  Particulars. —  By  the  areminia 
brought  by  the  boats  this  morniiif!,  we  learn 
That  six  of  the  persons  'scalded  by  the  late  ej- 
plnsiun  of  the  Chief  Justice  .Marshal,  have  died 
jof  their  burn.s,  and  that  one  cannot  in  all  pro-  I 
;  bability  recover.  Of  these,  sis  were  of  the  erew  ' 


of  the  boat,  and  one  pnrsenger.  The  following 
letter  from  capt.  Ford,  was  addressed  last  even¬ 
ing  to  enpt.  Benson,  of  the  steam-boat  North 
i  .America  ; 

j  “De.nr  sir — In  the  pleniiiidc  of  my  nfflictions, 
I  liave  to  Ixo  of  yon  to  Inkeonboaid  vonrboat 
'  iliesi*  lioXfs,  rotiiaiiiir>g  the  rtninins  of  three  of 
niv  peopli-,  t'lal  i  w  i»li  to  send  home  In  their 
fiends  for  liniial.  I  send  a  young  man  wi'h 
iilieir.,  who  will  lake  the  on'iic  charge.  Five  of 
^iiir  crew  have  dn-d  of  their  hums,  and  one  pas- 
seiiL'er.  One  more  of  the  crew,  a  fireman,  I 
think  cannot  recover.” 

The  names  of  iIm;  persons  deceased,  are 
Mr.  Volant,  of  New-York,  cns>ineer. 

James  Cassidy,  of  Albany,  waiter. 

Peleg  Moore,  of  Troy,  cook,  (a  black). 

Tile  names  of  the  passenger  and  the  other  one 
)f  the  crew  arc  not  known. 

The  remains  of  three  of  the  crew,  viz  :  Cas¬ 
sidy,  Moore  and  Diamond,  were  broiight  up  to 
iliis  city  in  llie  North  .\merica,  and  the  two  lat¬ 
ter  eonveyed  to  Troy. 


In  this  village,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  bv  Rev.  Mr. 
Skinner,  Mr.  Abham  Wtnkoop,  to  Miss  Gee- 
TRUDF,  Claw. 


UNIVERSALIST  BOOKS. 

For  Sale  by  D.  Skinner  at  his  residence  on 
Burnet  street. 

Streeter’s  New  Univcrsalist  Hymn  Book, 
hr  tilt  Pierre  on  Divine  goodness. 

'  Review  of  Hawes’  ten  letters  against  Universal- 
ism,  by  U.  Canfield, 

:  Balfour’s  Es.says  and  reply  to  Hudson, 

I  Balfour’s  2d  Inquiry. 

I  Evangelical  Repository. 

I!  UticikEvancclical  Magazine,  tols.  Ist,  2d,  &  3d. 
Brown’s  History  of  Universalism. 

Ballou’s  Ancient  History  of  Universalism,  a  very 
valuable  work. 

Ballou's  Treatise  on  ,\toncmcnf. 

Loveland’s  Greek  Lexicon,  English  definitions. 
Knecland’s  Greek  and  English  Testament.' 
Hosea  Ballon’s  Sermon  arordination  of  T.  Fisk. 
T.  Fisk’s  Washington  Sermon. 

Evidences  of  Christianity,  four  discourses,  by  W. 
I,  Reese. 

Reports  of  trials,  &c.  in  New-York. 

.K  Hell  for  all  the  wicked— The  Rich  Man  in 
Hell. 

.A  sole.Tin  appeal  to  all  liberal  Christians,  and  es¬ 
pecially  Uiiiversali.«ts— Tract  No.  1. 
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